Nominees for 2022 YPN President:
Juan Lara
I am a strong believer in the power of connections, cultural diversity and trade
opportunities. With a career in Business Management within the Energy, Human
Resources and Government sectors both in Aotearoa and Latin America, I have developed
strong partnerships along the way and a sound understanding of the synergies between
both cultures and the potential that lies within them for trade, education, intercultural
interchanges, among many others. Academically, I have a Business Management Bachelor's
degree completed in Colombia and a Management Master's degree completed in New
Zealand.
I have had the privilege to serve as a YPN Committee member for more than a year, during
which I have a proven track record of achieved KPI's, including forecasting financial cash
flows and securing funding for the organisation within my role, but also collaborating with
an amazing team of people and being a key part to help on the delivery of our Wellington
launch, alongside other physical and virtual events held during 2021. Throughout my
career I've had the chance of leading teams to deliver benefits to the communities and
people we served, nurturing skills such as relationship management, business development and diverse stakeholders
engagement. I believe that becoming the YPN President would be an amazing opportunity to combine my skill set and
passion into a cause that empowers young professionals to engage and create strong connections between NZ & Latin
America, helping the YPN to create connections and becoming a hub for a wide variety of talented people.

Jorge Bolanos
My name is Jorge Bolanos and I am officially applying to the President role at LANZBC
YPN. I am 32 years old and arrived in Aotearoa New Zealand from Ecuador a little over
four years ago. I am in the last stage of a PhD programme at the University of Canterbury.
During this time, I have been able to interact and engage with multiple groups of the
community. I am fluent in both English and Spanish and have developed relationships with
the Latin American community in Christchurch.
During my time living in New Zealand, my interest in the strengthening of cultural and
economic ties with Latin America has grown greatly. I believe that my skills gained through
my studies and work in this country in project management, engagement and teamwork, as
well as the relationships I’ve developed with the Latin American community, can be very
useful for the further development and expansion of an already extensive network, such as
LANZBC YPN. Being located in Christchurch, I can lead the increase of the organisation’s
presence in the South Island in a cohesive and consistent way with the teams in Wellington
and Auckland. Furthermore, I am confident that I can lead the strengthening of existing relationships with the Latin
American community and create new ones, increasing the possibility for the creation of business and cultural ties
between organisations located in Aotearoa New Zealand and Latin America.

Page 1

Nominees for 2022 YPN Marketing and Communications Leads:
Katie Andrews & Gabriella Laude (nominated as Co-leads)
Katie has been involved with the YPN since its inception, as a member and then as a
volunteer in the Marketing and Comms sub-committee. Born and raised in Tāmaki
Makaurau, she has travelled extensively throughout Latin America, completed a study
abroad program in Mexico, and was a recipient of the CAPE scholarship to complete an
internship in Colombia. She has a BA in Spanish and Latin American Studies, BCom in
Marketing and International Business, and BCom(Hons) in Global Management and
Innovation where her research dissertation focused on sustainability in the Latin
American coffee industry. She has recently begun working as a Personal Banking
Graduate with ANZ, completed a virtual Fijian internship, and plays the drums in a
Caribbean band. Katie is passionate about sustainability, culture, food, travel, and acting
as an ambassador to bridge the connections between New Zealand and Latin America.
Gabriella has been involved with the YPN since the beginning of 2021 and became a
subcommittee in the Marketing & Comms team six months ago. Although Gabriella has
not travelled to Latin America, within a relatively short time frame, she has managed to
create a sizeable network in the Latin American community in NZ through her personal
and professional engagements. As a Product Manager at Fisher & Paykel Healthcare,
Gabriella has to collaborate extensively with other stakeholders to conduct product
launches and support the global sales offices, including those in Latin America.
Additionally, she is also involved in the entrepreneurial ecosystem in NZ as an
investment committee member at Momentum and was heavily involved in the
health-tech sector as the President of Health Technology Association. Through these
experiences, Gabriella foresees the massive opportunities for Kiwi startups to engage
in the LATAM market and strengthen the cultural and business ties between LATAM
and NZ. Graduated from the University of Auckland in Marketing, Innovation &
Entrepreneurship, and Pharmacology, Gabriella is excited to bring significant impact to
the YPN community.
We have proven our ability to work effectively together as volunteer members of the Marketing & Comms
sub-committee over the last six months. We have a great working team dynamic with each other and the rest of the
marketing team and are able to adapt quickly to changes and challenges without compromising the delivery of quality
and timely marketing materials. In this role, we have coordinated the creation and management of content across
multiple platforms to support the events team and wider YPN goals/strategy. Through working together on the
members’ spotlight project, we facilitated engagement with YPN members to showcase their achievements and
strengthen relationships with each other and the wider community. We also managed to increase social media reach and
boost audience engagement through publication of our content. Together, we are passionate and committed to
executing the YPN’s strategy and goals through the delivery of marketing content, relationship & project management,
and community engagement.
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Nominees for 2022 YPN Community Engagement Lead:
Babitha Gnanakumar
Hola, soy Babitha, I'm an advocate for social change currently working as a Policy and
Regulatory Consultant with a background in population health, economics and
international business. I aspire to promote global health and protect human rights by
working in partnership with minority groups and actively working with individuals with
lived experiences of social injustice. I'm interested in supporting the YPN committee as
I believe strongly in the purpose to empower the next-gen of leaders to engage with
Latin America. I'd also like to explore ways the YPN can give back to the Latin American
community.
I first heard about the YPN after returning from studying abroad at Tecnologico de
Monterrey in Mexico via the New Zealand Prime Minister's Scholarship for Latin
America. I've been a part of the YPN since the launch and have enjoyed attending many
events including the Global citizenship webinar, Future of Brazil-NZ relations event and
a personal favourite the Diplomatic Dialogue event at the Colombian Consulate. My
current role based in Wellington involves working collaboratively to create meaningful
societal change by working with the public sector and supporting wider stakeholder
consultation and engagement. This experience will allow me to drive membership registrations for the YPN and help to
foster a supportive community that is empowered to deepen cultural ties with Latin America.
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